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A 1970s house 
finally embraces 
its seaside locale,
writes Catherine
Nikas-Boulos

Something 
borrowed, 
something 
true blue
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There was no doubt the tired, 1970s 
weatherboard cottage was in desperate
need of a makeover. 

The two-storey house was almost 300sqm
in size, so space wasn’t the issue.

The problem was it lacked light and views,
the original layout of the waterfront property 
in Fairlight having failed to take advantage of 
its enviable setting. 

At the same time the owners wanted to 
retain the “beachiness” of the original home 
while reworking the interiors to access the 
views to flow from the back to the front. 

Architect and interior designer Andrew 
Waller says the project was about “working 
within the envelope”.

“There were good bones within the 
property so there was no point tearing it 
down,” he says. 

“But the property needed updating with 
good, internal planning that allowed more 
light into the home.”

Lighten up
The four-bedroom, three-bathroom home 
runs north to south, with the main living areas 
facing south. The house backs on to a reserve 
and Andrew says the original layout produced 
a dark interior.

“There was limited daylight in the kitchen,
which had walls separating it from the small 

courtyard, which is now a barbecue space. Our 
clients love the location and overall space and 
size of the house, but felt it was disjointed.”

Opening up the home to create open-plan
living areas not only updated the tired design, 
but allowed natural light to filter more readily 
through its rooms.

Andrew worked with engineers to assess 
which walls could be moved, and fortunately, 
almost all those that he wanted to demolish 
were not structurally important. 

There were other remnants of its past.
“The dining room was separate from the 

living space, which had an internal spa,” 
Andrew says. 

“So we opened up that wall, filled in the spa
and made an open-plan family and dining area.”

A soft, coastal-inspired colour palette also
added to the lightness of home. 

“The joinery colour has a powdery quality
in the blue tone which is refreshing in the 
beach house location,” he says.

“The palette has been used repeatedly in 
various tones, from the entry hall and then 
carried through.” 

Major overhaul
Andrew and his team also turned their 
attention to the main kitchen and bathrooms, 
which were relocated and upgraded. 

He says a prior renovation which dated the

interior was one of the first things to go. 
“The house was clearly caught up in the 

1980s, with a black granite triangular island in 
the kitchen, and Memphis-style laminate 
bathroom,” Andrew says. 

The new kitchen needed to have a better 
connection to the living spaces and rear 
terrace. The family also requested an eat-in 
breakfast area, separate to the dining area.

Andrew designed a freestanding pantry 
and breakfast island and these pieces had a 
“closer relationship to the furniture in the 
open plan lounge space adjacent”. 

“This loosens the structured feeling of the
kitchen while also allowing the space to feel 
more open,” he says. 

Rather than a traditional barbecue space in
the back terrace, a small barbecue recess has 
been incorporated into the kitchen design.

“The family like to use the barbecue all 
year and wanted the convenience of it being 
adjacent to the kitchen,’’ he says.

“The same joinery detailing has been used
externally to match the kitchen using exterior 
grade materials.”

In all three bathrooms, natural stone tiles
were used alongside plain, white tiles.

A hexagonal mosaic floor creates the 
illusion a smooth pebbled surface.
catherine.nikas@news.com.au
Pictures Nick Watt

A palette of greys and
blues mixed with timber

imbues a coastal feel.

tip
USE THE SAME MATERIALS 

TO CREATE FLOW 
BETWEEN SPACES
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ARCHITECT
Andrew Waller Design mrwaller.com

BUILDER
BFS Constructions 
bfsconstructions.com.au

THE SOURCE
Barbecue Electrolux EQBH100AS, 
electrolux.com.au
Engineered timber flooring 
Havwoods, havwoods.com.au
Kitchen benchtop Natural Stone 
Factory, naturalstonefactory.com.au
Pendant lights Emac & Lawton,
emac-lawton.com.au

The brief
To open up the floorplan
of a 1970s beach cottage to 
allow more light in and take 
advantage of its water views

Renovate

In a nutshell
ü There were no water 
views at the front and 
too many internal walls, 
blocking natural light.
ü An internal spa in the 
family room was filled in 
and a wall opened to 
create a living space.
ü Light beach colours 
were used to tie in the 
interior design of the 
house with its natural 
surrounds.
ü A barbecue recess
is now located off the 
kitchen. The same 
joinery has been used
to connect the spaces 
when the external
doors are opened.

RENOVATE
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